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REASON:  1.4  (d) 

^1 . (U)  Following  a weekend  of  negotiation  in  Ermera  District, 

Lieutenant  Gastao  Salsinha,  surviving  leader  of  the  perpetrators 
of  the  February  11  attacks  against  Timor-Leste  President 
Ramos-Horta  and  Prime  Minister  Xanana  Gusmao,  arrived  in  Dili  on 
Tuesday,  April  29  with  twelve  of  his  followers  to  surrender. 
Among  them  is  Marcelo  Caetano,  suspected  of  firing  the  shots 
that  seriously  wounded  President  Ramos-Horta. 

J_2 . (U)  The  group  traveled  from  Ermera  to  Dili  in  a convoy 
including  representatives  of  the  Center  for  Humanitarian 
Dialogue  (an  NGO  which  has  facilitated  the  process),  an  aide  to 
President  Ramos-Horta,  several  priests.  Prosecutor  General 
Longhinos  Monteiro,  Member  of  Parliament  Eduardo  Barreto 
"Dusae,"  and  others.  They  formally  turned  themselves  over  at 
the  Palacio  do  Governo  to  Speaker  of  Parliament  "Lasama"  de 
Araujo  and  Deputy  Prime  Minister  Jose  Luis  Guterres.  Dr.  Atul 
Khare,  head  of  the  United  Nations  Integrated  Mission  In 
Timor-Leste  (UNMIT),  was  also  present.  Lasama  made  a brief 
statement  welcoming  the  fact  that  Salsinha  had  turned  himself  in 
without  violence.  The  GOTL  has  announced,  however,  that  the 
current  State  of  Siege  (which  in  its  latest  version  only  impacts 
Ermera  District)  will  remain  in  effect  and  the  joint 
military-police  operation  will  continue,  since  two  of  Salsinha 's 
followers  remain  at  large. 

1[3 . (U)  President  Ramos-Horta  appeared  at  the  Palacio  and  made  a 
statement  to  the  effect  while  he  was  "as  a man"  prepared  to 
forgive  the  shooters,  they  would  nonetheless  have  to  face 
justice  since  it  was  attack  on  a head  of  state. 

1[4 . (U)  Later  in  the  afternoon,  Salsinha  and  his  followers  were 
present  at  a press  conference  held  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
Joint  Command.  Although  they  did  not  speak,  Lt.  Col.  Koliati 
described  the  weapons  turned  over  (nine  HK33  automatic  rifles, 
two  pistols,  almost  1400  rounds  of  ammunition  and  16  magazines. 
He  said  that  the  two  fugitives  still  at  large  have  until  May  10 
to  surrender. 

1[5 . (U)  For  the  next  4 8 hours,  Salsinha  and  his  men  will  be  in 
cutody  of  the  Joint  Command.  They  will  then  be  moved  to  a "safe 
house"  already  occupied  by  some  of  his  erstwhile  followers.  The 
building  is  a comfortable  facility,  recently  renovated  for  use 


as  the  Portuguese  Defense  Cooperation  office. 

J.6 . (C)  Comment.  We  do  not  yet  know  what  conditions  Salsinha 

agreed  to  in  the  terms  of  his  surrender.  Two  factors  may  have 
been  decisive  in  the  timing.  The  first  is  the  absence  from  Dil 
of  Prime  Minister  Xanana  Gusmao,  who  is  on  an  official  visit  to 
Indonesia.  The  conflict  between  the  Reinado/Salsinha  group  and 
Xanana  Gusmao  had  become  highly  personalized,  and  the  fact  that 
Salsinha  was  able  to  turn  himself  in  to  Lasama  enabled  him  to 
save  face.  Lasama  himself  has  been  intensely  involved  in  the 
negotiation  process  in  recent  days,  and  was  visibly  preoccupied 
at  an  April  24  dinner  hosted  by  the  Ambassador.  The  second 
factor  is,  unfortunately,  the  pardon  announced  by  President 
Ramos-Horta  for  former  Minister  of  the  Interior  Rogerio  Lobato 
(ref tel  B).  Salsinha  may  well  believe  (and  may  even  have  been 
given  to  understand)  that  if  leniency  is  forthcoming  for  a man 
like  Lobato,  he  might  have  little  to  fear  from  an  eventual 
prosecution.  End  comment. 
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